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Creating an Image Map 
 
It may be the case that you want to have certain parts of an image serve as 
links (rather than just having text links).  You can do this by creating an 
Image Map that allows you to define specific areas of an image as your 
linkÑ these areas are also referred to as Òhotspots.Ó Image maps are 
commonly used by folks who create their navigation bars as images in 
Photoshop and then drag them in to Dreamweaver.  
 
For instance, my navigation bar (shown below) is a .jpeg file that I inserted 
into Dreamweaver as an image.  If I select the image after I have inserted it 
in Dreamweaver, a series of tools will appear in the toolbar at the bottom of 
the screen.  
 
In the bottom left corner of the tool bar are four icons under the heading 
ÒMap.Ó  If I select the rectangle icon, I can draw a box around the heading 
ÒCurriculum VitaeÓ in my image. The area I select with the rectangle tool 
will change color and a new tool bar will appear below that allows me to 
link the selected area to another page within my site (or an outside link).  

 
After I have linked this hotspot to a particular 
page, I can test the link by previewing the page in 
Internet Explorer (the link will not work in my 
Dreamweaver page, but my rectangle hotspot will 
remain highlighted).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can use image maps in photographs of people.  If you are working with a family 
photograph and want your head to link to http://www.davidhasselhoff.com/, you can 
choose the oval or polygon tool (the polygon tool will allow you to draw around the area 
you want to set as your hotspot).  
 



 
 
 
 
Creating Rollover Images 
 
Rollover images are a great way to add a little bit of animation on a page. Rollover 
images are often used for pictures and toolbars.  
 
 Make sure of the following before you insert your rollover image:  

¥ Both the original image and the rollover image need to be saved in your 
image file.  

¥ If you would like the rollover image to be the same size as the original, 
you will need to change the size of the image before you begin.  

¥ Name your files so they easy to recognize. For instance, if the original 
picture is titled Òdog.jpg,Ó it would be best to title the rollover 
Òdogroll.jpgÓ so you know that youÕre working with the right images.  

 
To insert a rollover, move your cursor to the place on your page where you would like the 
image to appear. On your menu bar, go to INSERT, scroll to ÒImage Objects,Ó and then 
select ÒRollover Image.Ó After you have selected ÒRollover Image,Ó the following box 
will come up:  

 
  
You will select the original image and the image you want to appear during when a user 
rolls his/her mouse over it.  
 
Note: Do not insert the original image on your page first. The original image will appear 
on your page after you select OK. Also, remember that rollovers will work in preview, 
but they will look like they are not working in your page as it appears in DW. Preview or 
upload the page to see if the rollover is working.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Linking Rollover Images 
 
There are two ways to link Rollover images:  

1. Choose a page using the Browse button or paste a URL into the ÒWhen clicked, 
Go to URL:Ó space in the ÒInsert Rollover ImageÓ box.  

2. After you have inserted the rollover and you are working on your page, select 
the original image. Use one of the previous linking methods we talked about 
(using the link icon; using the link tool from the Properties window). 

 
NOTE: Do not use image mapping to link your rollover image. Image mapping will 
cancel the rollover effect.  
 
 
Examples of Rollover Images 
 
http://www.wsu.edu/~mdrews (note also that this is an entrance page, similar to what is 
asked for in the assignment) 
 
http://www.wsu.edu (roll along the toolbar at the right. When the yellow triangle appears 
next to the words, you see a rollover image) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


