Adobe Photoshop CS2

Session 1: Working with Images
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Program Basics

Saving Images for the Web
Resizing and Cropping Images
Working with Adjustment Layers
Working with Fix-It Tools
Homework



Basics

To open an image in Photoshop: right click on the image and scroll up to “Open with . . .” — select
Adobe Photoshop. You'll want to open all images this way, especially when you start working with
layers.

If your image appears horizontally and you want it to appear in the window vertically, go to
IMAGE and select “Rotate Canvas.”

There are several different windows that you will be able to have open when working with
Photoshop. The most helpful windows you’ll want to access are the “History,” “Character,” and
“Layer” windows.

If at any time you are unsatisfied with the changes you have made to your Photoshop creation,
don’t swear. Go to EDIT on the menu bar and scroll down to “Step backward.” Another way to fix
good ups is to go to WINDOW and scroll down to “History.” This will open the history window,
which will trace each of the actions you take. If you are unhappy with the outcome of your work,
you can select and return to the state of the image you liked best.

Resizing Images/Canvas

1.

To increase the size of an image on your screen: Go to VIEW on your tool bar, and scroll down to
“Fit image to screen” (T 0). Keep in mind, this function does not change the measurements of the
image, but rather it zooms in/out on the image so you can see it in on the screen.

To change the size of an image (to blow up/shrink it): Go to IMAGE on the tool bar and pull down
to “Image Size.” Manipulate the dimensions of your photo.

To change the size of the canvas, or the area on which your photograph is mounted, go to
IMAGE, and pull down to “Canvas Size.” Add length and width to the dimensions shown under
the “New Size” heading. (You might want to make the canvas a different size than the image if
you're interested in having a border around your photograph.)

Change the Format When Saving

1.

2.

Crop
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You will likely use Photoshop to manipulate images to put on the web. To save images in the best
format for web use go to FILE and pull down to “Save for Web.”

Another screen will pop up where you can see choose between several options. Choose the tab
labeled “4-Up” to see the differences in format (i.e. what the picture will look like, how big the file
will be, and how long it will to come up on the web).

The Photoshop help manual provides the following explanation of format options:

. JPEG for continuous tone images, such as photographs. JPEG compression preserves a broad range of color
and subtle variations in brightness, but does not support transparency.

. GIF for animations, solid-color images, and images with repetitive color, such as line art and logos. GIF
supports transparency.

. PNG-8 for solid-color images with sharp detail. Note that many older browsers do not support the PNG format.

. PNG-24 for continuous tone images, such as photographs. PNG-24 preserves transparency, a broad range of
color, and subtle variations in brightness. Note that many older browsers do not support the PNG format.

Choose the crop icon from the tool bar: ﬁ

Left click and drag the crop tool over the area of the image you want to keep.

When you release the left click, the area you selected will be highlighted. You can continue to
change the cropping area by clicking and dragging the dotted lines that appear around the image.
Once you’re satisfied with the image, double left click on the highlighted area. If you changed
your mind and don’t want to crop the image, right click on the highlighted area and choose
cancel.



Adding an Adjustment Layer

1. Go to LAYER on the tool bar and scroll down to “New Adjustment Layer.” Take notes below on
the different adjustments you found useful.

§ Levels..
Curves...
Color Balance...

Brightness/Contrast...

Hue/Saturation...
Selective Color...
Channel Mixer...
Cradient Map...
Photo Filter...

Invert
Threshold...
Posterize...
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Using “Fix-It” Tools from the Tool Bar
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Take notes below on the different tools that you would like to return to in the future. Be sure to
indicate what the icon in the tool bar looks like.
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Assignment 1

Select a different stock image from the one that you have already been working with. Demonstrate that
you can manipulate that image in the following ways:

* Resize

* Change the format when saving (your final should not be saved as a .psd file)
* Crop

* Explore at least one adjustment filter
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Use at least two “fix” methods from the tool bar

After you have finished, write down the steps that you took when manipulating the image. Include your
description, the original image, and the new photoshopped image in a folder. Drag and drop the folder

into the folder (titled with your name) into the 300 Drop Box. Open the 300 Documents Folder. The drop
box is located in the Public folder.

FOR NEXT WEEK

Bring in at least 10 images that you can work with. Please have them on your system before class
begins. A consultant can help you scan images if you need help.



